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Memorial Day History 
 

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died 
in our nation's service. There are many stories as to its actual beginnings, with over two dozen 
cities and towns laying claim to being the birthplace of Memorial Day. There is also evidence that 
organized women's groups in the South were decorating graves before the end of the Civil War: a 
hymn published in 1867, "Kneel Where Our Loves are Sleeping" by Nella L. Sweet carried the 
dedication "To The Ladies of the South who are Decorating the Graves of the Confederate 
Dead" (Source: Duke University's Historic American Sheet Music, 1850-1920). I remember as a 
child going with my grandmother to the church to help decorate the graves on Memorial Day.  
While Waterloo N.Y. was officially declared the birthplace of Memorial Day by President Lyndon 
Johnson in May 1966, it's difficult to prove conclusively the origins of the day. It is more likely that 
it had many separate beginnings; each of those towns and every planned or spontaneous 
gathering of people to honor the war dead in the 1860's tapped into the general human need to 
honor our dead, each contributed honorably to the growing movement that culminated in Gen 
Logan giving his official proclamation in 1868. It is not important who was the very first, what is 
important is that Memorial Day was established. Memorial Day is not about division. It is about 
reconciliation; it is about coming together to honor those who gave their all.  
 
Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, national 
commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11, and was first 
observed on 30 May 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and Confederate 
soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New 
York in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states. The South refused to 
acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on separate days until after World War I (when the 
holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring Americans 
who died fighting in any war). It is now celebrated in almost every State on the last Monday in May 
(passed by Congress with the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 - 363) to ensure a three day 
weekend for Federal holidays), though several southern states have an additional separate day for 
honoring the Confederate war dead: January 19 in Texas, April 26 in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
and Mississippi; May 10 in South Carolina; and June 3 (Jefferson Davis' birthday) in Louisiana and 
Tennessee.  
 
In 1915, inspired by the poem "In Flanders Fields," Moina Michael replied with her own poem:  

We cherish too, the Poppy red 
That grows on fields where valor led, 
It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies. 
 
 
Cont. inside cover… 

 

Mt. Zion UMC 
Financial Report 

First Quarter 2013 
 

Date   Total Offering Amount   Amount Needed Each   Difference  
       Week to Cover Budget *  

 

1/6/13   $3,612.00    $4,328.05    $(716.05) 

1/13/13  $4,231.50    $4,328.05    $(96.55) 

1/20/13  $2,906.00    $4,328.05    $(1,422.05) 

1/27/13  $4,065.50    $4,328.05    $(262.55) 

2/3/13   $4,785.00    $4,328.05    $(456.95) 

2/10/13  $3,214.00    $4,328.05    $(1,114.05) 

2/17/13  __    $4,328.05   No church-inclement weather 

2/24/13  $4,820.58    $4,328.05    $(492.53) 

3/3/13   $5,294.00    $4,328.05    $(965.95) 

3/10/13  $2,928.00    $4,328.05    $(1,400.05) 

3/17/13  $4,838.00   $4,328.05    $(509.95)  

3/24/13  $3,202.01    $4,328.05    $(1,126.04) 

3/31/13  $3,048.00    $4,328.05    $(1,280.05) 

 

Totals   $46,944.59    $56,264.65    $(9,320.06) 

Average  $3,912.05    $4,328.05    $(716.93) 

 

 

* Board Approved 2013 Total Budget $225,058.64  

Divided by Number of Sundays in 2013 52 

Total Needed to Receive Each Week $4,328.05  

 

If  you would like to submit an article or notice for the newsletter,  

please email Kate Holeman at HOLEM008@mc.duke.edu.   
Articles for submission are due by the 15th of  each month. 

“Sharing Christ, Making Disciples, Transforming Our Community and the World” 

http://www.mtzionumc.com 

 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 

over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 
 

Luke 6:38 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ncdhtml/hasmhome.html
http://www.usmemorialday.org/order11.html
http://www.usmemorialday.org/backgrnd.html#1


 
She then conceived of an idea to wear red poppies on Memorial day in honor of those who died  
serving the nation during war. She was the first to wear one, and sold poppies to her friends and  
co-workers with the money going to benefit servicemen in need. Later a Madam Guerin from France 
was visiting the United States and learned of this new custom started by Ms.Michael and when she 
returned to France, made artificial red poppies to raise money for war orphaned children and widowed 
women. This tradition spread to other countries. In 1921, the Franco-American Children's League sold 
poppies nationally to benefit war orphans of France and Belgium. The League disbanded a year later 
and Madam Guerin approached the VFW for help. Shortly before Memorial Day in 1922 the VFW  
became the first veterans' organization to nationally sell poppies. Two years later their "Buddy" Poppy 
program was selling artificial poppies made by disabled veterans. In 1948 the US Post Office honored 
Ms Michael for her role in founding the National Poppy movement by issuing a red 3 cent postage 
stamp with her likeness on it.  
 
Traditional observance of Memorial day has diminished over the years. Many Americans nowadays 
have forgotten the meaning and traditions of Memorial Day. At many cemeteries, the graves of the  
fallen are increasingly ignored, neglected. Most people no longer remember the proper flag etiquette 
for the day. While there are towns and cities that still hold Memorial Day parades, many have not held 
a parade in decades. Some people think the day is for honoring any and all dead, and not just those 
fallen in service to our country.  
 
There are a few notable exceptions. Since the late 50's on the Thursday before Memorial Day, the 
1,200 soldiers of the 3d U.S. Infantry place small American flags at each of the more than 260,000 
gravestones at Arlington National Cemetery. They then patrol 24 hours a day during the weekend to 
ensure that each flag remains standing. In 1951, the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts of St. Louis began 
placing flags on the 150,000 graves at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery as an annual Good 
Turn, a practice that continues to this day. More recently, beginning in 1998, on the Saturday before 
the observed day for Memorial Day, the Boys Scouts and Girl Scouts place a candle at each of  
approximately 15,300 grave sites of soldiers buried at Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National  
Military Park on Marye's Heights (the Luminaria Program). And in 2004, Washington D.C. held its first 
Memorial Day parade in over 60 years.  
 
To help re-educate and remind Americans of the true meaning of Memorial Day, the "National Moment 
of Remembrance" resolution was passed on Dec 2000 which asks that at 3 p.m. local time, for all 
Americans "To voluntarily and informally observe in their own way a Moment of remembrance and  
respect, pausing from whatever they are doing for a moment of silence or listening to 'Taps."  
 
Since Memorial Day was moved to the last Monday of May creating a three day weekend and for 
many of our citizens the first weekend getaway of the summer season, we don’t pay homage to those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms we enjoy every day.  Please take a moment this  
Memorial Day to give thanks for the sacrifices made. 
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Mt. Zion UMC Preschool 
 

It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year is already upon 

us.  The children are getting very excited about the warm weather 

and graduation.  April 11th, Studio You came to preschool and took 

spring portraits.  The soon-to-be graduates posed in their cap and 

gowns.  They were excited about wearing their graduation attire!  April 14th 

through April 20th we celebrated the week of the young child.  The preschool     

parade on Main Street kicked off this celebratory week.  Children decorated water 

bottles to use as noisemakers to march with during the parade.  This week long 

celebration ended with a childcare appreciation day on Thursday April 15th.  This 

included a dinner for the preschool teachers to honor their hard work.  Many more 

fun and interesting activities are planned before the school year comes to an end.  

Graduation will be held on May 23rd.  We look forward to seeing friends and family 

of the graduates. 

 

Thank you, 
The Mt. Zion Preschool Staff 

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE  
  

VBS 2013VBS 2013  

July 14THJuly 14TH--18TH 18TH   
 

Everywhere Fun Fair takes children to a global  
celebration with the look and feel of a world’s 
fair.  Children will make friends with neighbors 
around the world and discover that God’s love 
can be found everywhere, including their own 
neighborhoods. Children will be introduced to 

special places from all over the world and  
discover that we are all neighbors and all  

children of God. 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he 

 is old he will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6 

Memorial Day—May 27 
 

"Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be  

called the children of God." Matthew 5:9. 

http://www.vfw.org/index.cfm?fa=cmty.levelc&cid=127
http://www.vfw.org/index.cfm?fa=cmty.levelc&cid=127
http://www.usmemorialday.org/backgrnd.html#2
http://www.usmemorialday.org/backgrnd.html#2
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/luminari.htm
http://www.usmemorialday.org/Speeches/President/may0200.txt
http://www.usmemorialday.org/Speeches/President/may0200.txt
http://www.usmemorialday.org/taps.html


SCOUTING MINISTRY UPDATE: 
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JUST A FEW THOUGHTS 

I don’t know why exactly, but it seems that every time the seasons change it triggers my mind to reminisce 

about my childhood. It’s not something that I dwell on because I learned a long time ago that to  

overindulge in that area could be an unhealthy thing but I do often remember my childhood. I guess that is 

because I am one of those individuals blessed to have had an absolutely wonderful childhood filled with 

both work and play and surrounded by family and friends. A few years ago when I was taking a trip down 

memory lane a few words came to mind and I wrote them down. I just wanted to share them with you this 

month. I guess that they are just wanderings of thought that say something about the innocence of youth and the quality of 

my childhood and they remind me not to forget either. I hope that you enjoy them. 
 

CHILDHOOD REMEMBERED  

There is a place that I remember from down in the pages of memories.  

A place beside a gurgling stream beneath majestic oaks that reached to the sky of blue.  

It was a place of birds and squirrels, rabbits, quail and deer, where a boy could carve his name in a tree  

or run wild through the woods and whoop and holler without worrying that someone would scold him  

for doing so. 

It was a place of bird’s nests and snakes, where the good guys always won over the villains,  

and you could tell one from the other and you always wanted to be the good guy. 

It was a place of pastures, orchards and pecan groves where a person could be alone without being lonely. 

It was a place where I could lay in the grass on lazy, sunny Sunday afternoons and watch the puffy white 

clouds as they became whatever happened to be on my mind at the time; perhaps a mighty armada of sailing 

ships or an animal of some sort.  

It was a place where creation was an act of God and not an accident with unexplained origins. 

It was a place where the smallest of wonders seemed so great  

and the greatest of wonders did not need to be explained. 

There is a time that I remember from somewhere in the folds of time. 

It was a time when you did what was right and everybody seemed to know what right was. 

It was the safety of my Father’s hand around mine on the crowded street. 

It was the gentle touch of my Mama when I awoke from a bad dream. 

It was the softness of the bed after a hard day’s work or play. 

It was the simple pleasure of being and letting be. 

It was the happiness of seeing my big brother when he came home from college,  

and the importance I felt when he wanted to spend time with me. 

It was visits to Grandma’s and family reunions. 

It was Sunday Dinners and kin folk talking and laughing. 

It was knowing you were loved and loving in return. 

It was having sisters who you were sure loved you just a little too much sometimes. 

It was holding my little brother’s hand at church because I was so afraid of losing him in the crowd. 

It was listening to the stories that my Daddy told and asking him to tell them again and again. 

It was a time before the age of questions, before the hurts of adolescence, the disillusionment of coming of 

age and the rejection that pains the soul. 

It was life and life was simple and good and I was just a part of it all. 

It was a temporary place and a passing time called childhood.  

It was a time whose passing I have mourned and a place to which I have sometimes longed to return. 

Someone has said that you can’t go home again. 

I don’t agree, for although I don’t dwell there anymore, I need to revisit there from time to time,  

for it is essential to who I am and who I hope to be. 

So I just close my eyes and remember. 

Thank God for memories. 

Thank God for the mysteries of life. 

Thank God for children. 

And thank God for childhood. 

   

God Bless you and may you always be a child. 

Powder Puff Derby 2013  
 

April 13, 2013 the Girl Scouts held their 2nd Powderpuff Derby. 
 

Thanks to: 
Todd Long for set up, weigh in, and keeping up with the racing brackets 
Jamie Holeman for being the official race starter 
Jean Clayton for judging the Most Beautiful and Most Original Cars 

 
Most Beautiful: Jenna Scott 
Most Original: Athena Dontas 
 

Daisies 
1 - Maci Tuck 
2 - Caroline Scott 
3 - Meadow Jacobs 
4 - Georgia Anne Howell 
5 - Carlie White 
 

Brownies 
1 - Farrah Porterfield 
2 - Zita Tong 
3 - Athena Dontas 
 

Juniors 
1 - Sara Long 
2 - Abigail Porterfield 
3 - Ashlin Jacques 
4 - Lily Ronk 
5 - Skyler Morris 
6 - Maggie Holeman 
 

Cadettes 
1 - Jenna Scott 

Seniors 
1 - Caitlin Martin 

Troop Race 
1- Sara Long 
2 - Maci Tuck 
3 - Ashlin Jacques 
Abigail Porterfield 
Jenna Scott 
Farrah Porterfield 
Meadow Jacobs 
Lily Ronk 
Caroline Scott 
Carlie White 
Maggie Holeman 
Skyler Morris 
Athena Dontas 
Caitlin Martin 
Georgia Anne Howell 
Zita Tong 

Thank you for supporting the Junior Girl Scout 
Blood Drive on April 14, 2013.  They were able to 
meet their goal of 26 units.   
 

The girls organized the blood drive as part of their 
Bronze Award.  They held the event in honor of 
Sara Long who required blood units while she was 
hospitalized several years ago. 
 

They will have another blood drive September 8, 
2013.  Make sure to add it to your schedule and 
support this event. 
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Mt. Zion UMC— 
 Administrative Board Actions 

 
Motion approved to accept the gift of a piano and keyboard from Eleanor Wrenn in 
memory of Frank Wrenn. 

 

Mt. Zion Youth Update: 
 
While working with the youth from Mt. Zion, I have been blessed to see the Lord 
at work on multiple occasions. Just during the month of April our youth took part 
in the CROP walk, the Girl Scout blood drive, cleaning up at the Ronald   

McDonald house, and cooking dinner for the residents of the Ronald McDonald house. It is 
truly amazing to see the Spirit moving in these youth.  
 
Often times we get too wrapped up in the fun part of a mission activity and lose sight of why 
we are there to help those people. This was definitely not the case with our youth when we 
ventured to the Ronald McDonald House in Durham. Yes, we did have fun helping out, but 
our group never lost sight as to why we sacrificed our time, money, and energy to help people 
we had never met and will probably never see again. During our two trips to the Ronald 
McDonald house our youth got to see the hardships that some families go through. While  
preparing dinner for the residents, we were able to interact with a few of them. I was brought 
to tears a couple of times witnessing our youth socialize with these families and helping them 
prepare their plates.  
 
The next time you see one of our youth, feel free to give them a hug, handshake, or even 
knuckles, and tell them, “Thank You.” They are the future of our church, and God is definitely 
working with and through them to spread His word. 
 
Love in Christ, 
Stephen  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don't let anyone make fun of you because you are young. Set an example for other  

followers by what you say and do, as well by your love, faith, and purity." 
1 Timothy 4:12 

 

What Would You Do? 
 

Recently my wife and I were visiting with our 10 year old grandson Andrew (Drew) 
Howerton at Woodland Elementary School.  The reason for the visit was  
grandparents’ lunch week.  They were also having a book fair in the library, having 
arrived early for lunch we decided to visit the book fair.  Andrew’s class  was  in the 
library and some of the students were looking over the selection of books available 
for purchase.  There were also some Zombie pens and other trinkets for sale.  One 
of his friends had a wish list of books but unfortunately did not have any money to 
make purchases.  What happened next brought tears to both my eyes and to his  
Grammys.  He was standing with his friend who was looking at his wish list in front 
of a couple books he had listed, Andrew had $20.00 he had earned helping his 
mother at home, he looked up at me and motioned the $20 towards his friend.  I  
responded with body language indicating not my call but his.  He also made the 
same gesture to his grandmother, she too made a similar body language response,  
his next motion was to offer the $20 he had earned to his friend with the list and no 
means to make any purchases.  My next thought was the student would go for the 
trinkets instead of the books, guess what he didn’t, he selected his books and made 
his purchases.  Now I ask what you would have done as a 10 year old who had 
worked hard for that $20.  Most of today’s news seems to be all bad, well having 
witnessed this brought a sense that there is still good in this world and with good 
there is still hope.  
  

In Luke we find this Luke 6:31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to 
them, and in Proverbs 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he 
is old he will not depart from it. 
 

Thank you Lord for the good in our society and in the opportunity to witness and 
share your Good News. 

  



Christian Help Center Update: 
 

Mt. Zion serves at Christian Help Center every 4th Friday of the month.  Patrons are 
served promptly at 12n.  Mandatory dismissal of all patrons is at 12:30.  Thank you for 
all of your support in making this mission a success. 
 

2013 Dates are available.  Please sign-up to help support this very 
important mission in our community. 
 

   May 24-SEEKERS SS CLASS  Sept 27   

   June 28-BENSON FAMILY  Oct 25-BURTON FAMILY 

 July 26-BURTON FAMILY  Nov 22-HAWKINS FAMILY 

 Aug 23     Dec 27 
                 

"He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done."  Proverbs 19:17 
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2013 Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Thanks to all that came out to 

the Mt Zion UMC Annual Easter 

Egg Hunt and supported the 

Camping Ministry hotdog lunch 

fundraiser.  The kids had a lot 

of fun searching for over  

3000 eggs. 

 

 

Proverbs 31Proverbs 31  
 
1The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him. 
2What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son of my vows? 
3Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings. 
4It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: 
5Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted. 
6Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. 
7Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more. 
8Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction. 
9Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy. 
10Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. 
11The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. 
12She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 
13She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. 
14She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar. 
15She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. 
16She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 
17She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. 
18She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. 
19She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. 
20She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 
21She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with scarlet. 
22She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple. 
23Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. 
24She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. 
25Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. 
26She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. 
27She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. 
28Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. 
29Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. 
30Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. 
31Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates. 
 
 

 

Hurdle Mills VFD  
Annual BBQ Chicken Dinner 

Saturday, May 4th 
4pm-until  

 

Mother’s Day 
May 12 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bitmorecomplicated.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/MOTHER-clipart.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bitmorecomplicated.com/%3Ftag%3Dparenting&usg=__Nkv90ZHhV3bqF2T4YJA2Sqks-XQ=&h=873&w=541&sz=6&hl=en&start=67&itbs=


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
-6:45-7:30pm Prayer Team 
 

-7:30pm Choir Practice 

2 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 
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-4pm-until Hurdle Mills VFD 

Annual Chicken BBQ  

5 
-7:15am Methodist Men NFH&K 
 

-8:30am Blended Worship 
Service  
 

-10-10:45 Youth Sunday Practice 
NFH  
 

-10:55 am Traditional Service  

6 
-2pm Circle 2 in Believers Class 
 

 

7 
-7pm PUMP @ Concord UMC 

8 
-7:30pm Choir Practice 

9 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

10 11 
-8:30am Scouting Ministry   
OFH, Basement & Believers 
Class 

12 
 

 
 

NO Blended Worship Service  
 

-10:55 Youth Sunday NFH 
 
 

 

13 14 

-7pm Communications 

Committee Mtg 

15 
-1-3pm Cheerful Hearts NFH 
 

-6:45-7:30pm Prayer Team 
 

-7:30pm Choir Practice 
 

 

16 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

17 

 

18 

 

19 
-8:30am Blended Worship 
Service  
 

-10:55 am Traditional Service  
 

-Spaghetti lunch after 10:55 
service sponsored by campers 
donation appreciated 
 

-2pm Administrative Board Mtg 
Believers Class 

20 
 

-7pm Ladies of JOY Believers 

Class 
 

 

21 

 

22 
 

-7:30pm Choir Practice 

23 
Preschool Graduation NFH 
 

 

-RCS Senior Night in NFH  

24 
-Serve at Christian Help Center-

SEEKERS SS CLASS 

25 
-8:30am Scouting Ministry   
OFH, Basement & Believers 
Class 
 

-2:30-4pm Ladies Aid OFH&K 

 

 

26 
-8:30am Blended Worship 
Service  
 

-10:55 am Traditional Service  

27 28 29 
-7:30pm Choir Practice 

30 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

31  

May Birthday’s 
2  Suzanne Wrenn, Brad Porterfield 

3  Eleanor Holeman 

5  Lisha Leverett, Katrine Riley, Janet Wilkins 

8  Hunter Foushee, Abigail Sharlow 

9  Barbara Long, Natalie Pavlovich 

10  Todd Long 

12  Rodney Garrett 

15  Anderson Horton 

17  Sarah Poindexter 

18  Clay Champion, Charlie Dietterich, Rodney Howerton, 

Leroy Hutchins 

19  Richard Cates 

21  Cassidy Wrenn 

22  Wendell Allison, John Foushee 

23  Jimmy Holeman 

25  Tyler Davis 

26  Kelsey Benson, Katie Clayton 

27  Sandra Long, Jamie Moore, Glen Price 

30  Gregory Cowan, Megan Landrum 

31  Barbara Dowell 

May Anniversaries 
14  Tony & Janet Wilkins 

15  Bruce & Vickie Wrenn 

20  David & Becky Pope 

21  Mark & Susanne Duncan 

30  Keith & Tammy Cozart 
 

More Calendar Information: 
http://www.mtzionumc.com 

MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

MAY 2013 
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Christian Help Center Update: 
 

Mt. Zion serves at Christian Help Center every 4th Friday of the month.  Patrons are 
served promptly at 12n.  Mandatory dismissal of all patrons is at 12:30.  Thank you for 
all of your support in making this mission a success. 
 

2013 Dates are available.  Please sign-up to help support this very 
important mission in our community. 
 

   May 24-SEEKERS SS CLASS  Sept 27   

   June 28-BENSON FAMILY  Oct 25-BURTON FAMILY 

 July 26-BURTON FAMILY  Nov 22-HAWKINS FAMILY 

 Aug 23     Dec 27 
                 

"He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done."  Proverbs 19:17 

5 7 

 

 

 

2013 Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Thanks to all that came out to 

the Mt Zion UMC Annual Easter 

Egg Hunt and supported the 

Camping Ministry hotdog lunch 

fundraiser.  The kids had a lot 

of fun searching for over  

3000 eggs. 

 

 

Proverbs 31Proverbs 31  
 
1The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him. 
2What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son of my vows? 
3Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings. 
4It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: 
5Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted. 
6Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. 
7Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more. 
8Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction. 
9Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy. 
10Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. 
11The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. 
12She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 
13She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. 
14She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar. 
15She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. 
16She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 
17She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. 
18She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. 
19She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. 
20She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 
21She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with scarlet. 
22She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple. 
23Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. 
24She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. 
25Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. 
26She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. 
27She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. 
28Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. 
29Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. 
30Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. 
31Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates. 
 
 

 

Hurdle Mills VFD  
Annual BBQ Chicken Dinner 

Saturday, May 4th 
4pm-until  

 

Mother’s Day 
May 12 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bitmorecomplicated.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/MOTHER-clipart.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bitmorecomplicated.com/%3Ftag%3Dparenting&usg=__Nkv90ZHhV3bqF2T4YJA2Sqks-XQ=&h=873&w=541&sz=6&hl=en&start=67&itbs=
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Mt. Zion UMC— 
 Administrative Board Actions 

 
Motion approved to accept the gift of a piano and keyboard from Eleanor Wrenn in 
memory of Frank Wrenn. 

 

Mt. Zion Youth Update: 
 
While working with the youth from Mt. Zion, I have been blessed to see the Lord 
at work on multiple occasions. Just during the month of April our youth took part 
in the CROP walk, the Girl Scout blood drive, cleaning up at the Ronald   

McDonald house, and cooking dinner for the residents of the Ronald McDonald house. It is 
truly amazing to see the Spirit moving in these youth.  
 
Often times we get too wrapped up in the fun part of a mission activity and lose sight of why 
we are there to help those people. This was definitely not the case with our youth when we 
ventured to the Ronald McDonald House in Durham. Yes, we did have fun helping out, but 
our group never lost sight as to why we sacrificed our time, money, and energy to help people 
we had never met and will probably never see again. During our two trips to the Ronald 
McDonald house our youth got to see the hardships that some families go through. While  
preparing dinner for the residents, we were able to interact with a few of them. I was brought 
to tears a couple of times witnessing our youth socialize with these families and helping them 
prepare their plates.  
 
The next time you see one of our youth, feel free to give them a hug, handshake, or even 
knuckles, and tell them, “Thank You.” They are the future of our church, and God is definitely 
working with and through them to spread His word. 
 
Love in Christ, 
Stephen  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don't let anyone make fun of you because you are young. Set an example for other  

followers by what you say and do, as well by your love, faith, and purity." 
1 Timothy 4:12 

 

What Would You Do? 
 

Recently my wife and I were visiting with our 10 year old grandson Andrew (Drew) 
Howerton at Woodland Elementary School.  The reason for the visit was  
grandparents’ lunch week.  They were also having a book fair in the library, having 
arrived early for lunch we decided to visit the book fair.  Andrew’s class  was  in the 
library and some of the students were looking over the selection of books available 
for purchase.  There were also some Zombie pens and other trinkets for sale.  One 
of his friends had a wish list of books but unfortunately did not have any money to 
make purchases.  What happened next brought tears to both my eyes and to his  
Grammys.  He was standing with his friend who was looking at his wish list in front 
of a couple books he had listed, Andrew had $20.00 he had earned helping his 
mother at home, he looked up at me and motioned the $20 towards his friend.  I  
responded with body language indicating not my call but his.  He also made the 
same gesture to his grandmother, she too made a similar body language response,  
his next motion was to offer the $20 he had earned to his friend with the list and no 
means to make any purchases.  My next thought was the student would go for the 
trinkets instead of the books, guess what he didn’t, he selected his books and made 
his purchases.  Now I ask what you would have done as a 10 year old who had 
worked hard for that $20.  Most of today’s news seems to be all bad, well having 
witnessed this brought a sense that there is still good in this world and with good 
there is still hope.  
  

In Luke we find this Luke 6:31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to 
them, and in Proverbs 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he 
is old he will not depart from it. 
 

Thank you Lord for the good in our society and in the opportunity to witness and 
share your Good News. 

  



SCOUTING MINISTRY UPDATE: 
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JUST A FEW THOUGHTS 

I don’t know why exactly, but it seems that every time the seasons change it triggers my mind to reminisce 

about my childhood. It’s not something that I dwell on because I learned a long time ago that to  

overindulge in that area could be an unhealthy thing but I do often remember my childhood. I guess that is 

because I am one of those individuals blessed to have had an absolutely wonderful childhood filled with 

both work and play and surrounded by family and friends. A few years ago when I was taking a trip down 

memory lane a few words came to mind and I wrote them down. I just wanted to share them with you this 

month. I guess that they are just wanderings of thought that say something about the innocence of youth and the quality of 

my childhood and they remind me not to forget either. I hope that you enjoy them. 
 

CHILDHOOD REMEMBERED  

There is a place that I remember from down in the pages of memories.  

A place beside a gurgling stream beneath majestic oaks that reached to the sky of blue.  

It was a place of birds and squirrels, rabbits, quail and deer, where a boy could carve his name in a tree  

or run wild through the woods and whoop and holler without worrying that someone would scold him  

for doing so. 

It was a place of bird’s nests and snakes, where the good guys always won over the villains,  

and you could tell one from the other and you always wanted to be the good guy. 

It was a place of pastures, orchards and pecan groves where a person could be alone without being lonely. 

It was a place where I could lay in the grass on lazy, sunny Sunday afternoons and watch the puffy white 

clouds as they became whatever happened to be on my mind at the time; perhaps a mighty armada of sailing 

ships or an animal of some sort.  

It was a place where creation was an act of God and not an accident with unexplained origins. 

It was a place where the smallest of wonders seemed so great  

and the greatest of wonders did not need to be explained. 

There is a time that I remember from somewhere in the folds of time. 

It was a time when you did what was right and everybody seemed to know what right was. 

It was the safety of my Father’s hand around mine on the crowded street. 

It was the gentle touch of my Mama when I awoke from a bad dream. 

It was the softness of the bed after a hard day’s work or play. 

It was the simple pleasure of being and letting be. 

It was the happiness of seeing my big brother when he came home from college,  

and the importance I felt when he wanted to spend time with me. 

It was visits to Grandma’s and family reunions. 

It was Sunday Dinners and kin folk talking and laughing. 

It was knowing you were loved and loving in return. 

It was having sisters who you were sure loved you just a little too much sometimes. 

It was holding my little brother’s hand at church because I was so afraid of losing him in the crowd. 

It was listening to the stories that my Daddy told and asking him to tell them again and again. 

It was a time before the age of questions, before the hurts of adolescence, the disillusionment of coming of 

age and the rejection that pains the soul. 

It was life and life was simple and good and I was just a part of it all. 

It was a temporary place and a passing time called childhood.  

It was a time whose passing I have mourned and a place to which I have sometimes longed to return. 

Someone has said that you can’t go home again. 

I don’t agree, for although I don’t dwell there anymore, I need to revisit there from time to time,  

for it is essential to who I am and who I hope to be. 

So I just close my eyes and remember. 

Thank God for memories. 

Thank God for the mysteries of life. 

Thank God for children. 

And thank God for childhood. 

   

God Bless you and may you always be a child. 

Powder Puff Derby 2013  
 

April 13, 2013 the Girl Scouts held their 2nd Powderpuff Derby. 
 

Thanks to: 
Todd Long for set up, weigh in, and keeping up with the racing brackets 
Jamie Holeman for being the official race starter 
Jean Clayton for judging the Most Beautiful and Most Original Cars 

 
Most Beautiful: Jenna Scott 
Most Original: Athena Dontas 
 

Daisies 
1 - Maci Tuck 
2 - Caroline Scott 
3 - Meadow Jacobs 
4 - Georgia Anne Howell 
5 - Carlie White 
 

Brownies 
1 - Farrah Porterfield 
2 - Zita Tong 
3 - Athena Dontas 
 

Juniors 
1 - Sara Long 
2 - Abigail Porterfield 
3 - Ashlin Jacques 
4 - Lily Ronk 
5 - Skyler Morris 
6 - Maggie Holeman 
 

Cadettes 
1 - Jenna Scott 

Seniors 
1 - Caitlin Martin 

Troop Race 
1- Sara Long 
2 - Maci Tuck 
3 - Ashlin Jacques 
Abigail Porterfield 
Jenna Scott 
Farrah Porterfield 
Meadow Jacobs 
Lily Ronk 
Caroline Scott 
Carlie White 
Maggie Holeman 
Skyler Morris 
Athena Dontas 
Caitlin Martin 
Georgia Anne Howell 
Zita Tong 

Thank you for supporting the Junior Girl Scout 
Blood Drive on April 14, 2013.  They were able to 
meet their goal of 26 units.   
 

The girls organized the blood drive as part of their 
Bronze Award.  They held the event in honor of 
Sara Long who required blood units while she was 
hospitalized several years ago. 
 

They will have another blood drive September 8, 
2013.  Make sure to add it to your schedule and 
support this event. 



 
She then conceived of an idea to wear red poppies on Memorial day in honor of those who died  
serving the nation during war. She was the first to wear one, and sold poppies to her friends and  
co-workers with the money going to benefit servicemen in need. Later a Madam Guerin from France 
was visiting the United States and learned of this new custom started by Ms.Michael and when she 
returned to France, made artificial red poppies to raise money for war orphaned children and widowed 
women. This tradition spread to other countries. In 1921, the Franco-American Children's League sold 
poppies nationally to benefit war orphans of France and Belgium. The League disbanded a year later 
and Madam Guerin approached the VFW for help. Shortly before Memorial Day in 1922 the VFW  
became the first veterans' organization to nationally sell poppies. Two years later their "Buddy" Poppy 
program was selling artificial poppies made by disabled veterans. In 1948 the US Post Office honored 
Ms Michael for her role in founding the National Poppy movement by issuing a red 3 cent postage 
stamp with her likeness on it.  
 
Traditional observance of Memorial day has diminished over the years. Many Americans nowadays 
have forgotten the meaning and traditions of Memorial Day. At many cemeteries, the graves of the  
fallen are increasingly ignored, neglected. Most people no longer remember the proper flag etiquette 
for the day. While there are towns and cities that still hold Memorial Day parades, many have not held 
a parade in decades. Some people think the day is for honoring any and all dead, and not just those 
fallen in service to our country.  
 
There are a few notable exceptions. Since the late 50's on the Thursday before Memorial Day, the 
1,200 soldiers of the 3d U.S. Infantry place small American flags at each of the more than 260,000 
gravestones at Arlington National Cemetery. They then patrol 24 hours a day during the weekend to 
ensure that each flag remains standing. In 1951, the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts of St. Louis began 
placing flags on the 150,000 graves at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery as an annual Good 
Turn, a practice that continues to this day. More recently, beginning in 1998, on the Saturday before 
the observed day for Memorial Day, the Boys Scouts and Girl Scouts place a candle at each of  
approximately 15,300 grave sites of soldiers buried at Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National  
Military Park on Marye's Heights (the Luminaria Program). And in 2004, Washington D.C. held its first 
Memorial Day parade in over 60 years.  
 
To help re-educate and remind Americans of the true meaning of Memorial Day, the "National Moment 
of Remembrance" resolution was passed on Dec 2000 which asks that at 3 p.m. local time, for all 
Americans "To voluntarily and informally observe in their own way a Moment of remembrance and  
respect, pausing from whatever they are doing for a moment of silence or listening to 'Taps."  
 
Since Memorial Day was moved to the last Monday of May creating a three day weekend and for 
many of our citizens the first weekend getaway of the summer season, we don’t pay homage to those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms we enjoy every day.  Please take a moment this  
Memorial Day to give thanks for the sacrifices made. 
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Mt. Zion UMC Preschool 
 

It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year is already upon 

us.  The children are getting very excited about the warm weather 

and graduation.  April 11th, Studio You came to preschool and took 

spring portraits.  The soon-to-be graduates posed in their cap and 

gowns.  They were excited about wearing their graduation attire!  April 14th 

through April 20th we celebrated the week of the young child.  The preschool     

parade on Main Street kicked off this celebratory week.  Children decorated water 

bottles to use as noisemakers to march with during the parade.  This week long 

celebration ended with a childcare appreciation day on Thursday April 15th.  This 

included a dinner for the preschool teachers to honor their hard work.  Many more 

fun and interesting activities are planned before the school year comes to an end.  

Graduation will be held on May 23rd.  We look forward to seeing friends and family 

of the graduates. 

 

Thank you, 
The Mt. Zion Preschool Staff 

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE  
  

VBS 2013VBS 2013  

July 14THJuly 14TH--18TH 18TH   
 

Everywhere Fun Fair takes children to a global  
celebration with the look and feel of a world’s 
fair.  Children will make friends with neighbors 
around the world and discover that God’s love 
can be found everywhere, including their own 
neighborhoods. Children will be introduced to 

special places from all over the world and  
discover that we are all neighbors and all  

children of God. 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he 

 is old he will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6 

Memorial Day—May 27 
 

"Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be  

called the children of God." Matthew 5:9. 

http://www.vfw.org/index.cfm?fa=cmty.levelc&cid=127
http://www.vfw.org/index.cfm?fa=cmty.levelc&cid=127
http://www.usmemorialday.org/backgrnd.html#2
http://www.usmemorialday.org/backgrnd.html#2
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/luminari.htm
http://www.usmemorialday.org/Speeches/President/may0200.txt
http://www.usmemorialday.org/Speeches/President/may0200.txt
http://www.usmemorialday.org/taps.html
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Memorial Day History 
 

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died 
in our nation's service. There are many stories as to its actual beginnings, with over two dozen 
cities and towns laying claim to being the birthplace of Memorial Day. There is also evidence that 
organized women's groups in the South were decorating graves before the end of the Civil War: a 
hymn published in 1867, "Kneel Where Our Loves are Sleeping" by Nella L. Sweet carried the 
dedication "To The Ladies of the South who are Decorating the Graves of the Confederate 
Dead" (Source: Duke University's Historic American Sheet Music, 1850-1920). I remember as a 
child going with my grandmother to the church to help decorate the graves on Memorial Day.  
While Waterloo N.Y. was officially declared the birthplace of Memorial Day by President Lyndon 
Johnson in May 1966, it's difficult to prove conclusively the origins of the day. It is more likely that 
it had many separate beginnings; each of those towns and every planned or spontaneous 
gathering of people to honor the war dead in the 1860's tapped into the general human need to 
honor our dead, each contributed honorably to the growing movement that culminated in Gen 
Logan giving his official proclamation in 1868. It is not important who was the very first, what is 
important is that Memorial Day was established. Memorial Day is not about division. It is about 
reconciliation; it is about coming together to honor those who gave their all.  
 
Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, national 
commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11, and was first 
observed on 30 May 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and Confederate 
soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New 
York in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states. The South refused to 
acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on separate days until after World War I (when the 
holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring Americans 
who died fighting in any war). It is now celebrated in almost every State on the last Monday in May 
(passed by Congress with the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 - 363) to ensure a three day 
weekend for Federal holidays), though several southern states have an additional separate day for 
honoring the Confederate war dead: January 19 in Texas, April 26 in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
and Mississippi; May 10 in South Carolina; and June 3 (Jefferson Davis' birthday) in Louisiana and 
Tennessee.  
 
In 1915, inspired by the poem "In Flanders Fields," Moina Michael replied with her own poem:  

We cherish too, the Poppy red 
That grows on fields where valor led, 
It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies. 
 
 
Cont. inside cover… 

 

Mt. Zion UMC 
Financial Report 

First Quarter 2013 
 

Date   Total Offering Amount   Amount Needed Each   Difference  
       Week to Cover Budget *  

 

1/6/13   $3,612.00    $4,328.05    $(716.05) 

1/13/13  $4,231.50    $4,328.05    $(96.55) 

1/20/13  $2,906.00    $4,328.05    $(1,422.05) 

1/27/13  $4,065.50    $4,328.05    $(262.55) 

2/3/13   $4,785.00    $4,328.05    $(456.95) 

2/10/13  $3,214.00    $4,328.05    $(1,114.05) 

2/17/13  __    $4,328.05   No church-inclement weather 

2/24/13  $4,820.58    $4,328.05    $(492.53) 

3/3/13   $5,294.00    $4,328.05    $(965.95) 

3/10/13  $2,928.00    $4,328.05    $(1,400.05) 

3/17/13  $4,838.00   $4,328.05    $(509.95)  

3/24/13  $3,202.01    $4,328.05    $(1,126.04) 

3/31/13  $3,048.00    $4,328.05    $(1,280.05) 

 

Totals   $46,944.59    $56,264.65    $(9,320.06) 

Average  $3,912.05    $4,328.05    $(716.93) 

 

 

* Board Approved 2013 Total Budget $225,058.64  

Divided by Number of Sundays in 2013 52 

Total Needed to Receive Each Week $4,328.05  

 

If  you would like to submit an article or notice for the newsletter,  

please email Kate Holeman at HOLEM008@mc.duke.edu.   
Articles for submission are due by the 15th of  each month. 

“Sharing Christ, Making Disciples, Transforming Our Community and the World” 

http://www.mtzionumc.com 

 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 

over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 
 

Luke 6:38 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ncdhtml/hasmhome.html
http://www.usmemorialday.org/order11.html
http://www.usmemorialday.org/backgrnd.html#1
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